05/11/2018

The Netherlands and its relation with
Japan, a historical perspective

3 TUDIES ERASMUS MUNDUS MASTER
EUROCULTURE: SOCIETY, POLITICS AND CULTURE IN A
GLOBAL CONTEXT
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The Dutch as a
major power in
the Golden Age

« Art, science, world trade

« Position of the Dutch as major power

+ Start trade relations with Japan, 1609

» 1641 move of Dutch factory from Hirado to Dejima

« Demise of Dutch power in Europe
« Perceived significance of being a colonial power

19" century  § Change n blateral relations with Japan

+ Decolonisation, European integration

» New phase in bilateral relations with Japan

+ Special historicrelationship remembered in Nagasaki and
Hirado, Huis Ten Bosch
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The Dutch as a
major power in
the Golden Age
. (‘long’17'h
century)
Jan (Johannes)
Vermeer (1632-1675)
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the Dutch republic in the Golden AG
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o a key period in Dutch history:

o Explosive economic growth since 1585

o High economic, scientific and cultural development

o Amsterdam became financial capital of the world

o New political structure, dominant role for the ‘burghers’
Important scientists:

o Hugo Grotius, international law (1583-1645)

o Christian Huygens (1629-1695) physics, astronomy

o Jan Leeghwater (1575—1650) hydraulic engineer

o Anthoni van Leeuwenhoek 1632 —microbiology

o Simon Stevin (1548/49 — 1620) mathematician and military
engineer
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The Effects of Intemperance (Jan Steen, 1663-1665)

05/11/2018

s
= universityof
@q groningen

Dutch situation was special
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» Dutch state drew power from federalism, where
absolutist centralization was the norm

 Population had trebled between 1550 and 1650

o Cheap energy sources (windmills, invention of the
saw mill)

o favourably positioned for trade: in the middle of
east-west and north-south trade routes in Europe

» Dutch role in world trade

= 1602 VOC East Indian Company. World’s largest commercial
enterprise, received a Dutch monopoly on Asian trade

= 1621 WIC West Indian Company
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*1602-1798;

«largest commercial company of the
world;

«extensive local and regional economic
network;

«It was the VOC that traded with Japan.

Kobang, gold, 17 century
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pple is een krabbelaar
vergeleken met de VOC

Maar ook de Saudi’s moeten het "\
onderspit delven. Het allerduurste
| bedrijf ooit is oer-Hollands. De VOC
was op haar top, tijdens de Tulpen-
manie rond 1637, 78 miljoen gulden
waard; omgerekend is dat ruim 74
biljoen dollar.

AMSTERDAM Klinkt goed: duurste maar wordt dat bedrag omgerekend
bedrijf oolt. Sinds deze week naarde huidige situatie, das Mi-
elektronlcafabrikant - e U ;

lprukmxhnopdluﬂl‘,):d‘

Apple mag die grens w. © i a
eerste hebben bereikt, ¢ waardevoller
geweest dan le.
nle: dat hz(!“ historisch | il ) | Amerikaanse bedrijven xe(IeA: pnlit
,':i een op één staat. 2o was Feiro- :‘o:lr\ge npllileondtﬂlemlngendle toon. De Mississippi Company, die
n. Zo wordt  rond 1720 alle sch
omgr;nhnd al een biljoen dollar  het staatsoliebedrijf van Saudi-Ara- Amerl:nnse ﬂv'i:ren;gm:lr:eoe.t
waai bié niet publiek verhandeld, maar met ruim 6 biljoen dollar nummer
Apple neemt de vlag over van Mi- schattingen over de waarde lopen
crosoft, dat in 1999 een waarde van  uiteen van 2.2 tot 3,6 biljoen dollar.
616 mijard aantikte. Dat s welis- 2o bezien zijn Apple en Microsofy
waar veel minder dan Apple nu, krabbelaars.

bezien

twee. De Britse slavenhandelaar
South Sea Company, die rond 1720
voor 2 miljoen pond aan aandelen
uitgaf, staat op de derde plaats.

WIC (Geoctroyeerde West-Indische
Compagnie)(1621-1798)

settlementsin
the Atlantic
Ocean
(1640s/1650s)
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This all resulted in
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Huge confidence and self-esteem

also in perception of foreigners:

‘The trade of the Hollanders is so far extended that it
may be said to have no other bounds than those which
the Almighty set at creation’

Charles Davenant (1656—1714), economist.

City hall of Amsterdam (at present the Royal Palace)

o Built between 1648- 1665

¢ Designed by Jacob van
Campen; Statues
designed by Artus
Quellinus

s At the time the largest

administrative building

in Europe
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Trade pass,
1609
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http://www.city.hirado.nagasaki.jp/english/sights/dutchtradingpostrec.htm
The Dutch Trading Post in Hirado
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irado, reconstructed Dutch warehouse, opening 17 September 2011
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Japanese-
Dutch
relations
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° Brass lantern w1th ©
Tokugawa crest, very ;
heavy and expensive gift Demise of Dutch
to the shogun (1643), power in Europe
S e Bl ivedaiios
made by Joost Gerrit;z. Ol being a colonia
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> Change in bilateral
relations with Japan

Nikko, Toshogu shrine
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Letter ng William II to the shogun 1844
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e ‘This, Allpowerful Emperor, is our friendly advice; S
ameliorate the laws against the foreigners, lest happy =
Japan be destroyed by war. We give Your Majesty T i . Tampier |
this advice with honest intentions, free from political BoyiRe e e

self-interest. We hope that wisdom will make the
Japanese Government realize that peace can only be
maintained through friendly relations, and that these
are only created by commercial relations’

——_
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Japanese Missions to Europe and the United States, 1860-1873 Thesizeof the Dutghieolonial empire mAsia compared
I @ e s omee e e - withthe siz@he Netherlands-in Europe - — -
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Tokugawa period:

o 1860, 1862, 1864, and 1866: primary concern:
negotiate problems connected with the Ansei
commercial treaties of 1858

o 1865 and 1867 primary concern: obtaining
technological knowledge
Meijiperiod:
© 1871-1873 Iwakura mission

t JAPAN
ENCOUNTERS
THE BARBARIAN!
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Takenouchi mission, ; & /™5 pukuzawa Yukichi
R 1862 ® SRR N —
» negotiations about the The Netherlands: iy
delay of opening N
Most friendl;
Hyogo (Kobe) and osl iy
& welcome...
Niigate and Edo and o ecial relati
Osaka for foreign special relation.....
trade Second homeland
» Knowledge and
information
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o 1871-1873: Iwakura mission
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« ‘our old friends had the opportunity to see for three aims:
themselves that also in this respect, Holland is not xto visit the 15 countries with which Japan
backward, compared to the larger nations that had had entered diplomatic relations
already been visited’

xto start preliminary discussions for the
reversal of the unequal treaties;

xto study constitutions and laws,
education and finance, trade and industry
of the West
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o Kume Kunitake
Tokumei zenken taishi Beio kairan jikki
"A True Account of the Ambassador Extraordinary
& Plenipotentiary's Journey of Observation
Through the United States of America and
Europe." (1878)

e Translation: The Iwakura embassy

a land wallowing in mud
O
» ‘impressed at how a country with the same number

of people as the four Kytuisha provinces (...) has
contrived to build a wealthy and populous state from
aland wallowing in mud’.
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o ‘ In the finer details of relations between peoples of
different lands, those from great powers inevitably
take pride in their strength and look down on those
from small countries’

» Kume Kunitake

 But that was not how the Dutch perceived
themselves....

Johan Braakensiek, 1858~
1940)

» (1916)“The most
precious jewel of the
Netherlands”

s The Dutch should be
aware of the
importance of the
Indonesian
Archipelago
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~ Vollenhoven |

e Professor of
Indonesian common

Albert

Hahn law (adat)

(1877-1918 %

i o Holland is ¢ Joan of
Arc’ in international
relations

o It has a special

destiny in colonial

affairs
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IS VEGLORER yilgics loeh iremenduns » Two major military offensives:

costs.. 1
o 21 July until 5 August 1947
o 19December 1948 until January 1949

o Yet that was precisely « 27 December 1949

hat h d after th g
‘Sve;) L das\?:;;g V\allarejr i Ipdepepdence Indonesia
signed in The Hague
° 1949

1/5/2018 i I

[ (4 hitp/fwwanenljredactiefloto/sumo/sumoswl

%‘ra universityof
- W

B

« Decolonisation, European
integration

« New phase in bilateral
relations with Japan

» Special historic relationship
remembered in Nagasaki and
Hirado, Huis Ten Bosch

« Examples of close cooperation
in education
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http://english.huistenbosch.co.jp

But why Holland?
The story behind tha creation of HUIS TEN BOSCH




